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JOB DESCRIPTION

Maintain order, enforce laws and ordinances, and protect life and property in an assigned patrol district. Perform
combination of following duties: patrol a specific area on foot or in a vehicle; direct traffic; issue traffic summonses;
investigate accidents; apprehend and arrest suspects, or serve legal processes of courts.

WHERE DO WORKERS FIND JOBS?
Local Government, Except Education
Federal Government, Except Education
State Government, Except Education

RELATED COLLEGE PROGRAMS
CIP 430107 Criminal Justice/Police Science

IMPORTANT KNOWLEDGE
ARTS AND HUMANITIES

* English Language

BUSINESS AND MANAGEMENT
* Customer and Personal Service
LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY

* Law and Government

* Public Safety and Security
MATHEMATICS AND SCIENCE
* Psychology

IMPORTANT SKILLS
CONTENT

* Active Listening

* Speaking

* Writing

PROCESS

* Critical Thinking
SOCIAL SKILLS

* Negotiation

* Persuasion

* Social Perceptiveness

IMPORTANT ABILITIES

IDEA GENERATION AND REASONING
ABILITIES

* Deductive Reasoning

* Inductive Reasoning

* Problem Sensitivity

VERBAL ABILITIES

* Oral Comprehension

* Oral Expression




NATURE OF THE WORK: Police and Sheriff’s Patrol Officers

People depend on police officers and detectives to protect their lives and property. Law enforcement officers, some
of whom are State or Federal special agents or inspectors, perform these duties in a variety of ways, depending on
the size and type of their organization. In most jurisdictions, they are expected to exercise authority when necessary.
whether on or off duty.

Uniformed police officers have general law enforcement duties, including maintaining regular patrols and responding
to calls for service. They may direct traffic at the scene of an accident, investigate a burglary, or give first aid to an
accident victim. In large police departments, officers usually are assigned to a specific type of duty. Many urban
police agencies are involved in community policing--a practice in which an officer builds relationships with the
citizens of local neighborhoods and mobilizes the public to help fight crime.

Police agencies are usually organized into geographic districts, with uniformed officers assigned to patrol a specific
area, such as part of the business district or outlying residential neighborhoods. Officers may work alone, but, in
large agencies, they often patrol with a partner. While on patrol. officers attempt to become thoroughly familiar with
their patrol area and remain alert for anything unusual. Suspicious circumstances and hazards to public safety are
investigated or noted, and officers are dispatched to individual calls for assistance within their district. During their
shift, they may identify, pursue, and arrest suspected criminals; resolve problems within the community; and enforce
traffic laws.

Public college and university police forces, public school district police, and agencies serving transportation systems
and facilities are examples of special police agencies. These agencies have special geographic jurisdictions and
enforcement responsibilities in the United States. Most sworn personnel in special agencies are uniformed officers; a
smaller number are investigators.

Some police officers specialize in such diverse fields as chemical and microscopic analysis, training and firearms
instruction, or handwriting and fingerprint identification. Others work with special units, such as horseback, bicycle,
motorcycle or harbor patrol; canine corps; special weapons and tactics (SWAT); or emergency response teams. A
few local and special law enforcement officers primarily perform jail-related duties or work in courts. Regardless of
job duties or Jocation, police officers and detectives at all levels must write reports and maintain meticulous records
that will be needed if they testify in court.

Sheriffs and deputy sheriffs enforce the law on the county level. Sheriffs are usually elected to their posts and
perform duties similar to those of a local or county police chief. Sheriffs” departments tend to be relatively small,
most having fewer than 50 sworn officers. Deputy sheriffs have law enforcement duties similar to those of officers in
urban police departments. Police and sheriffs’ deputies who provide security in city and county courts are sometimes
called bailiffs.

State police officers (sometimes called State troopers or highway patrol officers) arrest criminals Statewide and
patrol highways to enforce motor vehicle laws and regulations. State police officers are best known for issuing traffic
citations to motorists. At the scene of accidents, they may direct traffic, give first aid, and call for emergency
equipment. They also write reports used to determine the cause of the accident. State police officers are frequently
called upon to render assistance to other law enforcement agencies, especially those in rural areas or small towns.

Detectives are plainclothes investigators who gather facts and collect evidence for criminal cases. Some are assigned
to interagency task forces to combat specific types of crime. They conduct interviews, examine records, observe the
activities of suspects, and participate in raids or arrests, Detectives and State and Federal agents and inspectors
usually specialize in investigating one of a wide variety of violations, such as homicide or fraud.

Fish and game wardens enforce fishing, hunting, and boating laws. They patrol hunting and fishing areas, conduct
search and rescue operations, investigate complaints and accidents, and aid in prosecuting court cases.

The Federal Government maintains a high profile in many areas of law enforcement.



