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CHILD CARE AND DEVELOPMENT



SUBCHAPTER C

REQUIREMENTS TO PROVIDE CHILDCARE

RULE§809.46
ASSESSING AND COLLECTING PARENT’S SHARE OF COSTS

a) For child care funds allocated by the Commission pursuant to its allocation rules (Chapter 800. General Administration, Subchapter B. Allocation and Funding  <*>800.58, the following shall apply. 

(1) A Board shall set a parent's share of cost policy in accordance with the requirements set forth in <*>809.12 of this chapter (relating to Board Policies and Plans for Child Care Services) that shall assess parent's share of cost in a manner that results in parent's share of cost: 

(A) being assessed to all parents or caretakers, except in instances when an exemption under paragraph (2) of this subsection applies; 

(B) being based on the family's size and gross monthly income, and may also be based on the number of children in care; and 

    

(C) not exceeding the cost of care. 

  
(2) Parents that are one or more of the following are exempt from paying parent's share of cost: 

    

(A) parents who are participating in Choices; 

    

(B) parents who participate in the Food Stamp Employment and Training; or 

(C) parents who have children that are receiving protective services unless the Texas Department of Family and Protective Services assesses parent's share of cost. 

(3) Teen parents who live with their parents and who are not covered under exceptions outlined under paragraph (2) of this subsection shall be assessed parent's share of cost. The parent's share of cost is based solely on the teen parent's income. 

  (b) For child care services funded from sources other than those sources for funds allocated by the Commission for Child Care Services pursuant to its allocation rules, a Board shall set a parent's share of cost policy based on a sliding fee scale that may be the same as or different from the provisions contained in subsection (a) of this section. 

(c) Providers shall collect assessed parent's share of cost and subsidies before child care is delivered. 

(d) It is the sole responsibility of the provider to collect assessed parent's share of cost and subsidies. 

(e) A Board shall establish a policy regarding reimbursement of providers to address consequences for providers in situations when parents fail to pay parent's share of cost and subsidies.


Board Policy


The board will assess parent fees to all parents or caretakers based on the family’s gross monthly income and family size according to state rule.


Parent’s share of costs may not exceed the cost of care.

Parent’s share of costs for all parents not covered under exceptions outlined by state rule are assessed using the following:
· Families with six or fewer members:

· 11% of the family’s gross monthly income if one child is receiving services, or

· 13% of the family’s gross monthly income if two or more children are receiving services.

· Families of seven or more members will have the fee reduced to 65% of the 11% or 13% of the family’s gross monthly income.

· Families who have all children enrolled only in part-time care will be assessed a reduced parent fee of 65% of the 11% or 13% according to the above formulas.

Payments to providers in situations where parents fail to pay the parent’s share of costs, pay subsidies or pay required fees to the provider. 
The provider is responsible for collecting the parent’s share of cost.

The parent’s share of cost must be paid before services are rendered.

The provider must not accept a child in care before the parent’s share of cost is collected.

The parent’s share of cost must be paid on a weekly, twice-monthly or monthly basis and must be documented.

The providers will not be reimbursed by the child care contractor for uncollected parent’s share of cost.

Parent’s share of cost paid by personal check is considered paid by the Child Care Contractor. If the check is returned for insufficient funds, the provider is responsible for the collection of the funds. 

The parent may request a reduction in parent’s share of costs from the Board’s contractor for extenuating circumstances.  This must be done prior to the date that the parent’s share of costs is due 

The provider may discontinue care if the parent does not pay the parent’s share of costs on the agreed upon terms and the parent has not requested a reduction.

The provider must call and discuss the discontinuance of care with the child care contractor before the care is discontinued.

The provider must call the child care contractor to report that a parent’s share of cost has not been paid within one working day of the delinquent fee. Discontinuance of child care procedures will commence when this report is made.

The child will remain in care for the 15 day notification period by the child care contractor and the provider will be paid for the care excluding the parent’s share of cost.

Once care has been discontinued, arrangements must be made by the parent with the provider to pay the delinquent parent’s share of cost in full before the parent is eligible for CTWDB child care at any provider.

To re-enroll in care the parent must present a receipt from the provider to whom the delinquent fees were paid to the child care contractor indicating the fees have been paid in full. The child care contractor may call the provider to verify the information.

The Child Care Contractor will monitor the collection of parent’s share of costs and corrective actions will be taken for those providers with agreements who do not collect parent’s share of costs. These actions would include a Service Improvement Agreement. Consequences may include closing of intake, termination of Provider Agreement, other as deemed appropriate.
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